
•• The following is a copy of a short Paper written by 
W.Br. F.C. Perrett, P .A.G.D. C: -

Dear W. Master, 
. At your request I have pleasure to present l short Frfstorical 

review of Freemas0;nry in Stourport :frmlll Jl866 to1 the i:>~sent day . 

VERNON , the Mo,tlirer Lodge o,f Stm.u-porl , c elebr.aied its fl entena:ry 
in ]~14~ having been consecr ated as the CLIVE L0.DG-lf-Ett Br omsgrov e:: 0 1n 
IDtllli . June 1849 by- tllle Dep . Prarv. G. Master , W. Br. W. RodeEJ, a Founder 
-PaSit Master o:rth.e Royal Standard Lodge willich was cans,ecr ated in Ki dder-
minster in Jl844 be:fore mo1ving to. Dudley. W. .. Br •. Rode,n was d:llsting'-
uishied in publlic life> in Kidderminster :fo1r he was elected Mayar on 
:four o·ccasi0ns. 

The F(mnders o:f the Clive LC!>d e were mostl membe r s of T. JOHN 
LO'DGE No . 279 , O":f Leicester , «f iw11a xfwwx1••*• and followed the 
<!llccupatiorn of Coachbuilders . . They were, without dGJ.:ubt, emp]oye.d 
at the Railway Carriage Works at Brom~ove and it i s recorded that 
they had been attending Lodge meetings at Worcestero. 

After a few years the Fo-:anders seemed to droF 0ut having , no 
doubt, be.en O•bJliged to m.ove to o-ther parts of thte country on thie 
clasure of the Carri age Works . (? tL«-L~-i 

By ]855 interest had declined to such am extent that the Lodge 
was faced w~th the prospect ®f eitaer ret~rillirlg ite Warrant to Grand 
L~dge cvr p-er:DDi.tting its removal to Dudley which course was adopted 
lin 1856 and the Lodge was then renamed VERNSN No .BJ19 (after the then 
Proiv. G. Master, Rt . W. Br . H. C. Vernoru). 

The Vernon sojourn in Dudley ll.asted just ten year s during whi ch 
time 1th.e L<!>dge moved f'rOJD. the OJld Town HaJJl to t he Wesleyan Schooils 
and, final]y , tcr the Fr eemasons ' Tavern by w.hlich time membership had 
declilmed ta· such 0l!lt e:rtent that they were again faced with oJJosure •. 

T~e ~odge: was again saved by s~. Br&th:ren 0~ the Worcester 
lio,dge N!0 . 280~i/'fi0 b·ecame j 1ofniing member ithi tb.e i:ntent~o1n o:f moving 
the Dodge to Stourp~rt . Rt. W. Br. .c. Vernon , tne Prov. G. Mast~r, 
gave sanctio·ID. t ©J its removal . A Lodlge of Em.ergemicy was heJJd a't 
Stcruzt'Port o«n J!l'tEll. Ma:y ]865 with W. B;r •. Goorge P itt ~the Chai r,. the 
mai:n busilaless being tltre appl!>\i:nrtment of a neWi Master aDd p-ro·posed ;;--. 
arfficers . [ r!l':i'1 

A further meeting was held at the Swan Hotel. on the 3rd~October 
when Mr . Thomas Wheeldon, bocrksellier of Stourport , was bal!crted for 
amx1 il'.llit:ilated. mter].&aved in the oTd Minu.te Book aTe l 'etters from 
the Prov. G. Master and t~e Grand Seerl¥.tary regarding the authenticity 
of th~ mo~~ ~rom Dndley . It appear s that Grand Lodge sanction had 
II©t 'ti>,een given. In1 conseXJ:uence , twcr1 meetings were held in Dudliey , 
one <trimJ. the 16th .. Februacy 1886 and the other on the· 16th. March, when 
~f!tH£IORgt procee·du..re was carried out ac.cord:iimg to the Book <!ff Con-

. • Approva] of Gra~d Lcrdge havir:rg bee~ obtained at the 
first official meeting o·:f Vernon Lodge was held at the Swan Hotel, 
Stcn!lrport em the )rd. May 11866 when Mr . Tmmae Wheeldon was again 
bal]o1ted :for and Imtiated. It is worth3" o:f ment:ilon that the 
Brethren wfto' broll!l:gfllt Vernon Lodge· to: St©nWrp0rt weTe:-

Br. Ge0. Balldwin ( I r o•nmaster) These Bretlillren were initiated in 
Br . Stanley Baldwm(Ir~)]llmaster) Worcester L . N'o ... 280 om 3rd. Dec . 
Br. Allfred B.aJ.dwin (Iro:mnas;er) Jl.863 . 
~r. Enoch Baldwin lirotDillaeter)- Initiated in Wo r cester D. No.280 

in Janu.ary JJ864 . 
Br. Edwar d Lewty lirainmas~er) ) both ini tiated in Worceste~ L. 
~ro . TlmGllmas Bond Worth ( Splllner) ) No .. 280 in 1864.,, 
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